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Boe Vagi’s
Uniform

In an carlier
nnmber of the Vill-
ager we told yon
about hoisting the
flag at Port Mores-
by fifty years ago;
about the fifty
chiefs who went
ou board the Nel-
son; and abont Boc
Vagi the biggest
chiel of all.

The Silver-topped
Stick

We also told yon
about the black
stick with the sil-

Four other sticks
just like 1t were
given to big
“chiefs” 1 other
parts of Papna (for
the Commodore
hotsted the flag n
a nmher of differ-
ent places).  The
sixth stick he gave
to ““Tamate,” or
Chalmers, the
famouns Papuan
Missionary.

The Flag
But Motn Non-
uka could show
vousome other
very interesting
things, He has an

ver top that Conr-
modore Krskine
gave o Boe Vagi,
Now if you went
Motu Nonuka iv Hanuabada he would
perhaps show vou that stick: for he
is the grandson of Boe Vagt, und the
stick now belongs to him.

to the honse of

Motu Nonuka wearing the unitorm and holding
the stick of his grandfather, Boe Vagi.

old tattered Dine
flag with o white
square in the cor-
This white square 18 nearly all
Ltorn to pieces.  But yon cau see on it
sonie streaks of paint. 1t is all that
is left of a pretureof a Bird of Paradise.
For this s the Hag that Connnodore

ner.
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Trskine gave to Boe Vagi to fly in
front of his house because he was the
big “ chief.”

The Naval Uniform and the
Cocked Hat

There are still some other things
to see in Motu Nonuka's house. In
a brown paper parcel he has a big blue
coat with gold buttons and gold tass-
els on the shoulders. Tt was the dress
coat of a British Naval Officer, «nd
Boe Vagi used to wear it when he
walked about the village. We do not
know that Commodore Erskine gave
it to him ; but there is no doubt that
he wore it as chief, together with a
pair of long blue trousers. And, best
of all, he had a naval officer’s cocked
hat. Motu Nonuka keeps it now in
a rusty old tin box.

Boe Vagi had no son, and when he
died there was no one to take the place
of the big chief. He was buried in
his trousers, so that was the end of
them. As for his hat and coat, they
were looked after by Gabadi Boe, his
daughter.

How Boe Vagi's Daughter wore

the Uniform

Nobody used to wear them after
Boe Vagi was gone—except just once,
when Gabadi Boe put them on her-
self. She had married a man called
Nonuka; and Nonuka got into
trouble. He had damaged some
gardens by lighting a fire, so he was
putinjail. Now Gabadi Boe thought
it very hard that the husband of the
daughter of the big chief should be in
jail.  What wasshe to do?  She put
on the naval officer’s coat and the
cocked hat, and I suppose she carried
the walking stick too; and she went
through the village and all the way
to the Magistrate's office. Then she
walked in and asked that her husband
be set free,
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The Magistrate must have been as-
tonished. But he must have thought
a lot of Gabadi Boe; for, we are told,
he let her husband out of jail straight
away.

No doubt people laughed to see a

Motuan woman wearing a British
officer’s uniform and hat, but Gabadi
Boe didn’t care. At any rate she got
what she wanted. It was really a
rather brave thing to do.

Nobody wears the uniform any
longer; but Motu Nonuka was willing
to put it on for a photograph. Then
lie wrapped it up again, this tiine with
a lot of moth balls. We hope it will
fast another fifty ycars.

Competition

There will be a prize of 5s. for the
best article written hy a native about

The Cuscus

We do not want an old-time story about the

Cngens. Write what you yourself know

about it ; what you have seen it do; where

it Jives; what it eats; how it lovks after
its children, aud so on

Send your articles to the Tditor bhe-
fore the end of March.  The winning
article will he published in April
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Big Cricket
Cricket in the West Indies
An Iinghsh tean is playing in
the West Indies.  As you know,
the West Indies teain 1s mmostly made

up of dark men.  But they know a
lot about cricket, as they showed in

D R T e P gkl oo
I BREEEE T e
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Australia a few years ago. Kvery
cricketer in Australia knows of Con-
stantine.

The first test match in the West
Indies was over very quickly. There
was rain and a very bad wicket.

West Indies (1st Innings), 102; England
(1st Innings), 7 for 81 (declared); Wost
Indies (2nd Innings), 6 for 61 (declared) ;
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speeches, and said what a great day it
was when they began amailservicebe-
tween Australia and England. Then
the Prince handed the mail-bag to the
pilot to put in his plane ; and when all
was ready, he took a pair of golden
scissors and cut a ribbon attached to
one of the wings. Then the plane
was let loose; the propeller started;
and off went the letters to England.

England (2nd Innings), 6 for 75.

The School of
Tropical Medicine,
Sydney University,
where the Papuan
Students are

working

This sort of scoring sounds like
school-boys’ cricket. But it must
have been great fun to see that match.

The second test resulted in a win
for West Indies. The third was a
draw.

The Air Mail from Australia
to England

One of the things Prince Henry did
in Australia was to start the new air
mail to Englund. Two big planes,
the Diana and the Hippomenes, were
all ready to start, and the letters for
England were done up i a bag.  The
Prinie Minister and the Postmaster-
General and the Prince all made

Travelling by boat the mail would
reach England in about 5 weeks. By
plane it will get there in only one
week.  So when people posted letters
on 10th December in Australia they
knew that they would reach lingland
in plenty of time for Christinas. That
is why the Prince said that Captain
Brain, the pilot, was “kindly doing
duty for us as Father Christmas.”

Aeroplanes in Papua

The Governor Fl_itgto the Lakekamu

“ Guinea Airways’ is the name of
a big company in the Mandated Terri-
tory of New Guinea. It is their
business to carry people and cargo to
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and from the goldficlds; and their
planes fly across to Port Moreshy to
meet each boat as it comes from
Sydney.

A few weeks ago one of their big
planes took the Governor and the
Government Seeretary and somne otlier
people from Port Moresby for a trip.
It was a big three-engined Ford air-
liner, Mr. Denny, the pilot started
from the aerodrome at 10 o’clock and
took them north-west as far as the
“ Bulldog ” landing on the Lakckamu
River; and he came home over the
old oil-field at Popo and Yule Island.

When the plane landed again at
12.45 p.m. 1t had flown abont 300
miles.

Lord Sempill in Papua

Lord Sempill, an Englishman, who
knows a lot abont aeroplanes, has been
paying a visit to New Gumea and
Papua. He has seen the work of
Guinea Airways, and thinks that this
company 1s one of the best of its kind
in the world.

He flew across the sea to our island;
and when he had finished his work
he flew back again. He crossed the
sea from Port Moresby to Cairns
{500 miles) in 63 hours, with the wind
against him most of the way.

Someday we hope we shall have
acroplanes flying very often between
Papua and Australia.

Snake Stories

The Black Snake and the
Tiger Snake

In the London Zoo an Australian
black snake and a tiger snake were in
the same box.

They got on very well uutil their
dinner time came.  Then the keeper
put iu four dead rats, two for cach.
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The hlack snake was very hungry.
He ate two rats while the tiger snake
was eating one. Then he began on
the last rat, which really belonged to
the tiger snake. But the tiger snake
wanted 1t, so they both took hold and
began a tug-of-war, both eating the
rat at the same time. Their jaws
got nearcr. Then the black snake
opened his mouth very wide and took
m the head of the tiger snake; and
then ate hin up altogether. So that
black snake ate four rats and a tiger
snake for his dinner.

Fishing for Snakes

A woman in Australia not long ago
caught a black snake with fish and
line.  She had seen a five-foot snake
under her house several times, and she
was afraid she might get bitten one
day.

So she decided to fish for it.  She
used a dead frog for bait, with a good
big look inside 1t.  Then she waited.
By and by she felt a tug on the line.
The snake had swallowed the {rog—
and the hook.  She pulled the line
in and the snake was soon killed.

The Memorial at Dobu

In 1891 the first party of mission-
aries sent by the Methodist Church
i1 Australia to Papua landed at Dobu
Island. With them were several
Fijian, Tongan, Rotumanand Samoan
Missionaries.

Three weeks after that first landing
the wife of Nehewiah, o Fijian tea-
cher, fell i1l and died.  The place for
her burial was chosen on the top of a
il near the station overlooking the
straits to the West.

Since that time many nussionaries
Lhave coe from the South Sea

® T
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Tslands, and their work among the
people of Papua has been very sic-
cessful.

Tn addition to teaching and helping
them they have brought to Papua
several kinds of food hitherto un-
known—swect potatoes, different
kinds of bananas, tapioca, pnnpkin
and other foods. Mat-making and
hasket-making have been tanght to
hundreds of Papuan women by the
women of the South Sea Islands;
while better methods of house-buitd-
ing and gardening have been taught
by the men.

Memorial to South Sea Teachers of Methodist
Mission at Dobu
Photograph by courtesy of Miss M. H. Hodge, Dobu

The Papuans owe a_great debt to
these people. It was therefore fitting
that a fine Memorial should be built
on the place of the first burial ground
ab Dobit, o Meworial chiefly to the
people of the Sonth Sea Islands, but
also to all who bad died in Papua.

The Memorial is made of reinforced
conerele and was built by a student
from Salamo, Maikell Kunuwm. 1t
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was designed by the Revercend
M. K. Gilmour.

It stands 104 feet high,  T'he print-
ing is carved into the monuurent.
On one side are the names, ““ Samoa
Tonga”’; on another, * Dimudimu "5
on another, “ Fiji Rotuwa”; and on
the fourth, “ Papua.”

It was fitbing that a Papuan should
build this Meworial chiefly to the
memory of those of whom the late
Dr. Bromilow wrote, “1 can choose
from my staff of South Sea teachers
a number of names worthy of a place
in the Church’s Calendar of Saints.”

—M.H., Salamo.

American Visitors

On 11th March, Port Moreshy had
a visit frow the Franconia. Sheisa
great hig white boat with a red funnel
and she looked very fine at anchor in
the harbour.  All the day launches
were going backwards and forwards
taking visitors ashore.

As usual there was a dance on the
Parade Ground and the natives
dressed up in their feathers.  This is
why visitors like to come to Port
Moresby; they can sce the native
people 1n their daneiug dress.

Strange Ideas about Papua

Sowe of the visitors do not know
wmnch about us in this country.  They
are soutetimes surprised to find that
the white people here speak English.
1 don’t know what language they
expect ns to speak.

Cannibals
Some of them also think that all
the natives a fow miles away from
Port Moresby arc cannibals.  They
helieved that the Koiari had just last
woeek eaben two missionarics.
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Visitors from these boats often
come up to the Muscumr where the
Editor has his office. One man was
looking at a dancing mask from the
Gulf of Papua and said it was just
like Woodrow Wilson, who used to be
President of the United States. And
it really was rather like him.

Chewing Beetles

One lady was looking at some
huinanjaws from the Hly River. 'T'he
jaws had very beautiful tecth and she
asked if all natives had teeth as good
as that. Unfortunately they haven't,
and the Iiditor showed her a betel-
mortar from the Trobriands which is
used by people who have not got good
teeth.  As you may know an old man
who has lost his teeth sometimes has
to erush his betel-nut in a “ mortar”’
before he can chew it.  The American
lady was very surprised. “ What !
she said, “Do they really cat live
beetles?

DISTRICT NEWS

(From our own Corresponaents)

(BANIARA: - Correspondent, M. D. Ruarton

New Year’s Day on the Government

Station

On 31st December, V.Cs. Gaba and Nam
came with their people, and they danced all
night.

The next day we had sports: tug-ol-war,
wheelbarrow race, three-legged race, saek race,
runuing race and greasy pole.

The tnland people started to cliinb the
greasy pole. They fell off one after another.
At last a Pumani man got to the top.

Pumani beat Gana w the ing-of-war, 10
moen on each side. The winners got two
sticks each.

Six men raced in the sack race and thiree
men won, Tho first got 3 sticks, the second
2 sticks. and the third [ stick.

Then the Mukawa and Menapi boys played
a football matech. The Menapi team wore
only small boys, about 12 to 20 years old.
Mukawa teamr were hig men, about 20 Lo 30
yoars old.  Mukawa put one goal. But the
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Menapi boys were very smart and brave.
Thoy played the football match very well.

Well, cheerio! Happy Christmas and
Happy New Year to all you readers.

Native Contributions

The Dogura Team at Fife Bay

Dogura brought their team to Isuleilei in
the firsb month of this year nnder the Beverend
John Bodgor to play Isuleilei boys at cricket
and football, They first visited Samarai where
they played matches with the white men and
native boys, and also with Kwato Mission
Station, Qur launch went to fetch them
from Bamaral and they got here on 18th
January. Next day, Saturday, we had an all
day ericket mateh, which Isuleilei won by 60
runs.  Wo played another game on Monday.
This too was won by Isuleilei by 41 vuns. On
the day our visitors arrived we bad a good
game of football; but perhaps because they
wore tired, the Dogura hoys lost this game
by 6 goals to 1. '

We were very glad to sec the Dogura hoys
come to play matebes with us, and we hope
by and by to go across to Dogura and have a
fow games on their ground.

[By 8. Lamcka, Native Hogspital, Fife Bay.]

+ &+ &

Hoisting the Flag at Port Moresby
Fifty Years Ago

The Story asE;Id by Igo Gau
Boe Vagi—Appointed as Chief

Boe Vagi was the chief of Poreporena but
he had no uniforin and stick.  After this the
Missionary Dr. Lawes, of Poreporena, sont a
messago over inviting the chicfs between Hula
and Manumanu and notifying them that they
must all bo assembled at Poreporena Villuge
n ample time beflore the Commodore arrived
from South bythe warship. This Commodore
was sent by Her Majosty the Queen.

Warship in Port Moresby Harbour

After her anchoring, a whalchoat was sent
down to shore with a number of soldicrs and
sailors. They came ashore with uniforms, otc.,
went up to the Mission Station for the pur-
poses of gelting the lag ready for flying, Then
the native eniels from various parts and Chiel
Boe Vagi, accompanied by Dr. Lawes, went

LA o
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to the warship by the same whalcboat. All
those chisfs were dressed in native-fashion,
except Chief Boe Vagi, who wore a shirt and
a sthi.
Boe Vagi and Others Visited Commodore
When Boe Vagi was at the warship the
Commodore gave bim the uniform and the
gtick which Her Majesty the Queen sent for
him. After this the cannous were fired and
the flag at the Mission Station was also flying.
The meaning of the cannous which they fired,
saluting the Chief Boe Vagi.

The Chief Returned from Ship

The villagers were all amazed when they
saw Boe Vagi on his retnrn {romn the ship;
because they had seen him wearing a shirt
and a stk when he went to the ship, hut he
came home wearing the uniform, and a stick
in hs hand.

Crackers, etc., on that Night

In thisoccasion Dr. Lawes told the villagers
that they should not be afraid, but to watch
and they can see some amaxing things, viz:—
flashing lights, crackers, sky-rockets, ctec.
The light that flashed towards them and the
sounds thev would bear conld do no harm;
so they were not to move from their villages.
If this bad not been tokl I shounld say the
villagers would have rushed to and fro.

Some Koiari were airaid and ran away as
fast as they could, hiding themselves in the
hush {or good as they heard the sounds of the
crackers, and saw the far-distant lights like
torches or lamps flashed down from the ship.
They thought it might kitl them.

Thae telter of the story savs that he was 14 to
15 years of age when this great thing was
done by the Commodore. Ile does not give
the Commodore or the ship’s name, but he
heard that he (Commodore) is the Commodore
from British.

[T'01d by Igo Gau to Dago Morea, clerk to Govern-
ment Anthropologist. 2s. 6d. to the teller, and 2s, 6d.
to the writer.

Another Old Man’s Memories :
Taubada Ova

I remember that a big news was received
in Papua from Hanua kovikori, that is Aus-
tralia or Fngland, that some warships would
be visiting us. T did not know the reason of
their coming to Papua, so I went away on
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hunting purposes with my fellow-hunters, and
we spent a few days in the bush. The war-
ships arrived after a few days while T was
absent from the village, and I heard the big
cannon fired while T was hunting. That was
on the morning when the flag was hoisted up.
Myself and the others then returned to the
village in the afternoon and saw the flag flown
at the front of Boe Vagi's honse. On my
arrival there was lots of news about the
appointment of Boc Vagi as Chief of Pore-
porena, and also he was given a uniform,
walking-stick, and hat, by Gamadoa (ie.,

Climbing a Coconut Palm, Auma, Gulf Division

Commodore), a big man who sent herc for
appoiuting someonc as Chief.

Tater in the evening T went and saw the
flag flying. The fiag was cusigned with Bird
of Paradise, and some other colours. 1t was
a heautiful lag.  Uuder the flag there was a
big erowd gathered who telked amongst them-
selves about obeying Boe Vagi's order and
respeeting him when he walked about. T was
ouly a young man iu that time.

ITold by Taubada Ova to Igo Trua, clerk, Native
Affairs Department,
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Cricket

Samarai v. Poreporena

The third season of ericket and football
matches between Port Moresby and Samarai
natives was played at Samarai Qvalin Decem-
ber. Theteam was transported by the Govern-
ment vessel, Laurabada and returned by the
Macdhui after spending three days in Samarai.
The game was not much good on account of
rain and early returning of Macdhui.

Football Match

It was decided to play the cricket on Tues-
day afternoon, the 4th, but the rain kept on
from early in the morning till afternoon, so
the cricket mateh could not he played on that
afternoon. At about 4.30 p.m. football match
began and Samarai won an easy victory, 5
goals to nil. Many people both Europeans
and natives were present. The game was
carried right to the end in good sportsmanship ;

" no harm in the game. The weather was fine
on that afternoon.

Next morning the weather still remained
fine. The cricket match started at 10 a.m.
Port Moresby won the toss and sent in Sama-
rai to bat first. Samarai opened badly. Port
bowlers were good on the first chance. Sama-
rai,5 wicketsdown for 50runs. Inthatminute
the Poreporena team looked uncomfortable
when they saw & very black cloud covering
along the Hast. Before long the sprinkling
rain started. The rain fell higger and bigger
and got all the bowlers in trouble. They
could not howl fast or break, hut still carried
the game on. At lunch adjournment Samarai
were 6 wickets down for 60.

The heavy rain then began. We all went
in and waited until at 3.30 it drifted away.
The pitch was full of water, and near the
stumps it was all soft and slippery. All the
water was swept off the piteh, and sand was
required by the bowlers to put round. Then
we continued the match.

The pair kept up their wickets well but
scored slowly. The bowlers were still in
trouble. However, Samarai were all out in
that afternoon for a total of 216 runs.

Poreporena batted for their first innings.
They looked unfit to reach the score. At the
call of the time they were 3 wickets down
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for 42. Next day the Macdhui was alongside
the wharf and was to leave for Port at 1
o’clock. The match had to be finished before
she left, otherwise it would be a draw. But
Samarai showed their top form. They won
easily, Port Moresby all out for 98.

Samarai gave their farewell dipner at 12
noon, and then the team left in the Macdhui.
Poreporena Cricket Club are expecting to call
Samarai back sometime in September or Octo-
ber this year.

The results of the Cricket Match here-
under :—

BAMARAT (1st INNINGS).

Nuaruba, c. Rea, b. Hila Tutuhi ... 14
Banaba, b. Hila Tutubi ... 1]
John Guise, run out 40
Jack Agonia, c. Mavara, b. Rima ... Q
Mazceppa Bacea, b. Hila Tutuhi 3
Reggie Guise, 1.b.w., b. Hila Tutuhi 1
Roy Namuri, b. Toka Gaudi 47
Situ Solomon stp. Mavara, b, Hltolu 42
Sikini, ¢. Mavara, b. Toka Gnudi ... 32
Popokn, b. Hila Tububi ... 18
. Tom English, not out 10
Sundries 9
Total... . 216

Bowling : Rima Rakatani, 1 for 23; Hila Tutuhi,
5 for 36; Hitalo Hekure, 1 for47; Rea Mea, 0 for 35 ;
Toka Gaudi, 2 for 28 ; Virobo Tamasi, 0 for 8; Vaburi
Gavera, 0 for 32 ; Lawrence Taunao, O for 10.

POREPORENA (1st INNINGS).

Mes Hila, c. Reggie, b. John Guise... 15
Hila Tutuhi, b. John Guise 12
Rima Rakatani, c. and b. Sikini ... 3
Reca Mea, ¢. and b. Sikini 21
Toka Gaudi, b. Sikini 0
Vaburi Gnvera., b. Jack Agonia . 9
Heagi Qavera, c. Sikini, b. Jack Agoma. 0]
Hitolo Hckurc ¢ Ba.na.b.x b. Sikini 4
Mavara Hekure, c. Jack Agonn, b. Roy Namuri 2
Virobo Tamasi, ¢. Sikini, b. Roy Namuri ... 17
Lawrence Taunao, not out 1

Sundrics 14

Total... 98

Bowling : Jack Agonia, 2 for 15; Jchn Guise, 2 for
36; Roy Namuri, 2 for 12; Sikini, 4 for 21.
{By Rea Mea, member of the Poreporena tean.]
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