
FEBRUARY, 1941. No. 2, Vol. 13 Price 2d.. 

Edited by F. E. WILLIAMS, Government Anthropologist, Port Moresby 

Uses of the Coconut 
The Vil la~er 's  Friend 

The Coconut is orie of the 
Papuan's best friends. You can 
drink from it  when you are 
thirsty; you can eat it when you 
are hungry; you can burn the 
husks to make , a  good hot fire; 
you can squeeze oil out of it to 
rub on your bodies; you can turn 
the hard shell into spoons and 
bowls and dishes; you can plait 
the leaves into baskets; and you 
can even twist the fibre of the 
husks intovery strongrope. The 
dry leaves make a fine bright 
torch for burning; the flower 
spray makes a broom ; and one 
of the branches, cut down a bit, 
will even rnake ypu a good cricket 
bat. 
Useful to the White Man 

The white man also has many 
uses for coconuts. Since they 
will not grow in his cold country 
he has to buy their1 from tropical 
places lilic, Papua. Tllat is why Coconut 'Pslrn 

therc is a big trade in copra. 
Jus t  at present the price of copra then the price of copra ~vll l  rise again. 

is verj7 low. I suppose i t  is because Here arc soine of the things the 
the white man has more than cnough. world does wit 11 copra. The big 
E u t  by and by they will use i t  all up, 
and then they will want more, and The Pnpzran ViLlnt/er F e b ~ u a r y ,  1941 










