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x<FTr! 
SUBJECTS FOR DISCCSSION-SHOULD GIRLS LEARN TO WRITE ? 

' :$, 
The subjects discussed a t  these Council ineetings are such as the extension of 

and the purchase of seed yams and sago, the improvement of the water supply. the 
~ w c h a s e  of a motor loiry to bring in produce from the gardens, the repair of damage 
village pigs, t1.e best method of selecting Co~mcillors, the badcing of money, and so f 

One subject seemed to me to  be of exceptional interest. There mas a discussion at 
meeting held inst April regprding the education of girls. Some of the Councillors uged a 
o n l ~  male children should be sent to school. Their .~rgument nas  that the boys on 
school go to work arid can 611d a use for their knowledge, but that education is no good 
in fact, the s h e  she Las spent in school has wdt ted  her for her work in the xdlage, 
cannot make pots or attend to  a garden. Then, if the girl knows how t o  mite ,  she will d B  
letters to some bop t o  whom she takes a fancy, and so upset the arrangements made for bw 
marriage. " Even married women ", i t  was said in a report of the debate, ' *  who have l d  
t o  read and mite, have been the cause of quarrels and disputes, through writing lettesll 
receiving them from a man who is not her husband." i~:s: 
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NATIS'E E1RVEST-VARIETY OF' CROP. 
I m o t e  Inst year about tthe gcnerofis ilarvest that, had been collected in the Port 

&t;irt, most!p hom the banks of :he Laiuki River. T h r e  ~3.5 ,a good bar\-est t,his p 
but a lot of dLir::age clone by floods. The gardells in this district are much lib~ger, so 
my observation goes, than t,lley used to be some years ago : 31~d I tllink, too, that 
more of them. The crops are certainly more varied ; the Iiesident Slagistrate, Central 
in his report of n visit t o  the native gizrdens on :he Lnlolii. 1;1entions a, garden of ei 
el;tellt, and spedis of cmps of yanl:, bananas. s i~ee t  pot'~toes, manioc, peanu%s, me1 
paw paKs. sugar cane, Qranges, beans, taro 2nd esch~lots.  This mrietp of crop is not 
to Port Sloresl~y, but is formd przctically 311 titrough iua.pi.in. ftir most of the imporhed fo 
such as corn, punlpkins acd-urmges, have beer, eageri!- I\-el1:omed. But tomatoes 
appreciated e~-erynllere, and our attempb to introduce tLe lndian dhal has been o d y  
successfnl. 

PLTSCTILIO IN VILLAC45 LIFE. 
In  many pa& of the Tenit'ory the harx-est Kns aEec-t,ed bv the iiduenza epidemic, 

caused many deat,hs and disorganized village iir'e yr,cru,lly. 41;. husten, the officer-in 
of the Trohriand Islands, reports that the ~ i i lage  (7-T Sinaketa suffered from a lack of 
tjsrough t*he epidemic, and 1 ~ ~ 3 s  short of food. Tl:e rnost oh-ious way to relieve 
peoF1e n-as to give them food, and the -issistant Resident Magistrate offered them 
of t,aitu. But no-the villagers 11-0uld not ilcccpt 311pthIi1g, for to  do SO be t 
admission that they lacked skill as gardenws. l'hegi were told that they could pay f 
l a t s ~  on, but, they stiil refused. '' S o  nr,al;!ir~cnt of mine ", says the -4ssist.ant Resident 
" couId get t,hem t o  accept the food, ILI I~I~ ,  late in the afternoon, I had a ?)rain xvave, 
them if I could make a Sag& (a cerenionisl dist,ribution of food) for the late big chief 
Yes, I could do that ; so t,l~o,y agreed to accept the 300 baskets as Sagali." 

PRIZES FOR GARDESS, PLAYT,ATIOSS ,4?r2 VILLAGES. 
TVe award a prize for tile best garden in a ciistricr., and also for the hest pla 

the best village. The village prize is £5, which the village people spend as 
Sometimes they buy garden tocls, at' other times 3 pis, and sometimes :,he Koney is di 
The prize giving is made as formal ss  possible. Leading men m-' : speeches, and qu 
speeches, too, I am told, deli\-eyed wi-itilout hesitat,ion and even nitilout very much repet 
and then t,here is a dance, slid joy is unco&led until mc\nling comes again. 

The object of the garden and plant.ation prizes is. of course, to encourage native agric 
One of our dreams, vi'ii~ch we mi&t hare rcr~lizzd if the depression had spared us, w 
establishnlent of an agricultural school ior nstives, sunlen7hat on the lines of 
methods are perhaps suitable enough to the prest3nt native style of agriculture, b 
of course, be vastlgr inlproved. 

The ,prize lor the best :-ill;gz is the rucs; rsl:led of d l .  In3varlrii was the su 
in llelieo aus  Fear, and was gaily decorard i:-ith ro lo i~ed  rsmi and kerchiefs. 
~ n d  happy ;-illage was I n a ~ - a ~ m i  ", says t1:e -Assistant Resident Ilagistrate, " 
small thiiiiren plitying about in  it." This vijiL3ga hits rron the prize tlvice in th 

the Tro-)riar,ds L)E~$!;?. 5-011 the 2Tize. and 21: tile people fro111 that :.il 
7 .  . ? . .  

from the villages roulld a'uout. asst.m!;!eil in ail their iiilerj- to ceie3ntd rLe oic 
a pretty sight ", Mr. hustea sa?;. " Befor2 the dar,cii;g h e p n  ail adult. me 
fallen in and a short speech rnc~de. and then the money lT;:.3s ilrstributed to hot 
T t e  first dance mas a ' gift dance ', the dancers entering the circle n-ith gifts 
Apparently any one can takz an!- oi these gifts, the oniy restricti(jc bei:lg tl 
take a gift from a xoman. There is no rewin present made, a d  Jlr. Xosren sa 
is '' one of the fex occasions R-lien nitives can truly be said t o  give  ith hour; es$ 

31~.  F. E. JJ7iHiams, our Government lirit~liropologist and s former Rhodes Sc 
been a ~ a r d d  a Rockefeller fellobi-shi.;, and has gone to  st,udy in Earope. We shall 
for he gave us yea1 assistance in ~wtis-e matters, and he had the gift, a verr rare one 
experience. of being able hi:r,sel:' to suggest she :~i>pli:ntion of his scientific 1;no-wledge to p 
abinis trat ion,  instead of learing the adnpt~t ion to some one else. JTe shaiI be very 
welcome Mr. ~yilliams back agam. but I rhiilk rnyself that he viil be caEed t o  some 
position than anythiug we can offer him. In any event he will have the best wishes of 
in Papua. 



On 1st December, 1922 :- 
" With the new issue of pictorials proving one of the most popular for years, and with the increased 

interest in the various varieties of the Lakatois, thcre seews lit,tle prospect of this strong demand working 
out for some considerable time." 

Gibbons Stamp Vonthly, London, February, 1933. 
In illustrating the series says :- 

" Twenty years ago Britkh New Guinea, as it was then called, achieved some measure of popularity. 
I t  then waned in favour and not until recently has interest showed signs of a revival. This revival the 
pictorial issue should definitely establish." 

The Philatelic Magazine, January, 1933. 
In illustrating the series says :- 

" So THIS IS PAPUA. 
The new series from this outpost of Empire leaves no doubt as to the types of people that live there 

and how they live." 

For the financial year ended 30th June, 1933, the amount credited to  the revenue for sale of stamps was $10,660, 
Of th i j  amount the new stamps first placed on sale on 14th November, 1932, accounted for $7,293. 

I have the honour to  be, 
Your Excellency's obedient servant, 

(Sgd.) E.  C. HARRIS, Treasurer.. 
& Excellency, 

The Lieutenant-Governor, 
Port  Moresby. 

NATIVE EDUCATION. 

JFThen, in 1920, subsides hom the Native Taxation Fund were b s t  granted to LWssions 
tonear& the cost of the education of natives conditional upon English being taught, the choice 
of English readers was left to the Missions. No two Missions chose the same readers, nor were 
the same ones necessarily in use in all the schools of any one i\%ssion. It soon became apparent, 
both to inspector and teacher allke, that there should be a common reader and one that should 
appeal to the Papuan child. 

In 1928 the Government published the illustrated Papuan School Reader, written by the 
Rev. JV. J. Saville, of the London Missionary Society. This very fine book, admirably printed 
and bound by our Government Printer, and which would grace any school, unfortunately proved 
too far advanced for all but a very few of the native pupils. In 1932 Colonel J. Hooper, and 
Jlr. C. L. Fox, of the Department of Public Instruction of Queensland, both of whom had visited 
Pspua from time to time to inspect the work of the native schools, mote, in collaboration, and 
bth the assistance of Miss JIilne (now Mrs. D. E. Ure) and AIr. Percy Chatterton, both of the 
London 3Iissionsry Society, the illustrated Papuan Junior Renders, Nos. 1, 2 and 3, together 
~ % h  instructions for teachers in the use of ;hem. These readers, excellently printed and bound 
at the Government Printing Office, were issued in September, 1932. 

the books are framed much on the same lines as the reading books used in schools 
for Aiustralian children they deal wholly with subjects with which any Papuan child is more 
or less familiar, and the illustrations are of animals and objects that he knows and of scenes taken 
from native life. The readers rere received n-ith much satisfaction by all the JIissions and 
proved an immediate success. One teacher wrote '' . . . just what readers should be for 
our Papuan school children. ~ I Y  school children seem in the last month to have made an 
amazing advance in English and I put it down to these new books". rlad another wrote to 
ekTress his " appreciation and gratitude for the splendid assistance these books will be to the 
scholars in our schools". 

In the ,4ugust issue of Bank Notes, the magazine published by the Commonwealth Bank 
of lustralia, there is produced the facsimile of a letter written to the editor by a Papuan 
school-boy. The editor, inter alia, speaks of the " very high standard of writing and composition 
attained by this boy in a language of which he knew nothing three years ago". 

Colonel Hooper, the Inspector from Queensland, as a result of his recent inspection of the 
schools, reports that the st,andard of reading has been very much raised and that the teachers 
are unanimous in their approval of the Junior Readers. 

He found pupils who could recite English poetry ; read and quote Shakespeare ; perform 
plars in the English language, and they could answer intelligently, in English, questions he put 
them to test their knowledge of what they had read, recited or quoted. One pupil read Portia's 
Bpeec,h and showed by his answers to the inspector's questions that he knew what it was all about. 

! 



From one school the thirteen pupils t o  be examined walked with their teacher 
miles t o  the coast to meet t11~ inspector. I t  is gratifying to be able to record that  the j 
was well worth while. Tiley all g~tined very high marks and tile ins~ector was able to  
them that  " all the pupils rend and speke English as though it were their native tongue". 

Here and t h e ~ e  there were, of course, defects, b:lt they arose not from lack of 
either because the mould-te teachers had not been taught how to teach or becanse the n 
pupils in the school viere too many for the .teaching staff provided. 

The greatest successes were. in the classes h a v i ~ g  trained taachers and a reasonable n 
of pupils. The inspector has no doubt at  ,tJl that  mith tile right teaching methods the aversgi 
Papuan child can learn to  read, mi t e  and spea,k English with no great difficulty. ,, . ..< ,.; . ,i 

gr; ,i Colonel Hooper was urged by some of ths  teachers to  iniitc a Junior Reader No. 4 4 3 -  
he intends t o  set about i t  irnir~ediatelp. Unfortunate!:-, Colouel EIooper has made his last 
We owe much to  him and to  Mr. Fox. Both of these gent,lemen realized a t  once the valW.,'<& 
a common language and that it should be English, and they have never wavered in their bew-:?c 
that  i t  can be taught. ,> 

J. H. P. %IIURRAY, 
Lieutenant-Go 


